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The IMAGERY ANALYSIS SERVICE NOTES is a peric;dic publication
of the DDI Imagery Analysis Service, the departmental PI organization of
CIA.

This publication highlights significant or timely intelligence items: derived
from photography. ‘

The interpretations in this publication represent preliminary views which
are subject to modification in the light of further information and more
complete analysis.

WARNING

This document contains information affecting the national security of the
United States within the meaning of the espionage laws U. S. Code Title 18,
Sections 793, 794. The law prohibits its transmission or the reve-
lation of its contents in any manner to an unauthorized person, as well as
its use in any manner prejudicial to the safety or interest of the United
States or for the benefit of any foreign government to the detriment of the
United States. It is to be seen only by personnel especially indoctrinated
and authorized to receive information in the designated control channels.
Its security must be maintained in accordance with regulations pertaining
to TALENT-KEYHOLE Control System.
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NORTH VIETNAM

Continuing POL Pipeline Construction in North Vietnam's Panhandle

As of l construction was continuing on both +he nor+h-
south and easT-wesT porfions of the POL pipeline system the North Vietnamese
are building below the 19th paraliel (see Figure 2). It is still not possible
to determine the full planned extent of +he system. [t does appear, however,
that the east-west pipeline, which runs westward from the Vinh Petroleum
Products Storage facility on the Song Ca (River), may soon join the lon
north-south pipeline, which was first observed under construction in [;fff:::::]
The pipeline being used in +his system is estimated fto be 100 mm (abouT 2
inches) in diameter.

Recent Giant Scale photography reveals new extensions to the north-south
pipeline with at least a 2.5 nautical mile (nm) segment apparently being added
to each end. At present a | nm gap separates the new northern segment from
the existing pipeline. These new segments wil! extend the overal | length of
the north-south pipeline to nearly 40 nm. Construction on the western end of
the east-west pipeline near Vinh has extended the length of this pipeline o
7.4 nm.  The significance of this shorter east-west pipeline is its eastern
terminus at a facility which permits transloading of POL from water-borne
carriers.

Together, the north-south and east-west portions would provide the
North Vietnamese with a highly versatile POL pipeline system in the panhandle
area. POL could either be transferred directly into the east-west pipeline
from river and coastal craft in the Vinh area or could be fransferred by
truck into the north-south pipeline at more inland and remote locations.

There is some photographic evidence that the North Vietnamese may
possibly extend their north-south pipeline to the area of the Laos/North

Vietnam border. Probable pipeline sections in trucks were seen as far south
as Mu Gia Pass in early[::%:%:::]
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